
2025 
A YEAR OF DECISIONS THAT 

CHANGE THE SYSTEM

I am proud of my mom because she is a leader. She 

is beautiful, she keeps learning and understands 

everything. Everyone supports her � and I support 

her too.»  � Yana Kernytska, daughter of a Roma activist



GEOGRAPHY OF VOICE OF ROMNI ACTIVITIES
IN 2022�2025 CREATING CONDITIONS FOR A 

DIGNIFIED LIFE FOR ROMA WOMEN 

IN UKRAINE WHILE PRESERVING 

NATIONAL IDENTITY.
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The team of Voice of Romni operates in: 

Zakarpattia, Zaporizhzhia, Dnipro, Kharkiv, Kyiv 

and Odesa regions.
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A cross-cutting priority � prevention of and re-
sponse to GBV, and promotion of gender equality 
within Roma communities.

1. Humanitarian response

2. Strengthening women�s economic empowerment

3. Preschool and extracurricular education for children

4. Advocacy and leadership development
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COUNTRIES OF ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES

OF VOICE OF ROMNI AS OF 2025

ADVOCACY
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STATISTICS
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In addition, the most vulnerable households received additional 

support to help them get through the winter period.

Many people from vulnerable groups were able to 

receive assistance from Mercy Corps thanks to the 

registration conducted by the Voice of Romni team.

UAH 177,755,940

We provide Roma communities in Ukraine with essential 

resources in the context of war. Humanitarian assistance 

is delivered to the most vulnerable groups � women, 

children, and older people � who face discrimination 

and social isolation.

According to our study �The State of Roma Communities 

During the War in Ukraine�, humanitarian assistance 

remains one of the most urgent needs for Roma 

communities during the war: 40% of Roma women and 

men lost their jobs, 66% of respondents reported an 

acute need for food and drinking water, and more than 

70% lack clothing and hygiene items.

From the beginning of the war in Ukraine through the 

end of 2025, vulnerable population groups received 

support from Voice of Romni in the form of food and 

hygiene kits, cash assistance, as well as fi rewood for 
heating homes, warm blankets, power banks, and water 

fi lters. The organization’s team also carried out repairs 
to homes damaged by russian shelling in frontline areas 

of the Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv, and Dnipro regions.

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

14 152

1 164

23 254 9 640

4 8861 572 582 863

50 000 384
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In the summer of 2025, the Voice of Romni 

team restored the home of Maria Ivko from 

Zaporizhzhia. On October 12, 2024, a guid-

ed aerial bomb strike hit her street, damag-

ing the windows of her house.

However, aft er the restoration works were completed, her home was damaged again. On the 
night of November 2, 2025, the house of the large family suff ered repeated destruction as a 
result of a Russian attack.

THE FAMILY NEEDS SUPPORT

Overall, the Voice of Romni team restored 102 

houses in the Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv, and Dni-

propetrovsk regions.
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Voice of Romni actively works to strengthen the economic 

empowerment of Roma women and women from 

vulnerable groups through retraining and professional 

skills development projects. Within our women�s spaces, 

participants can acquire new professions, gain practical skills, 

take part in grant programs, and start their own businesses. 

Through these initiatives, women become fi nancially 
independent, enabling them to support their families and 

contribute to the overall economic development of their 

communities.

419
women completed 
retraining courses

419
women completed 
retraining coursesretraining courses

STRENGTHENING ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

156
individuals received 

starter kits

156156
individuals received 

starter kits

3
beauty coworking 

spaces were launched

33
beauty coworking 

spaces were launched

We supported 24 Roma entrepreneurs in launching their own businesses or re-

storing those that had been aff ected by the war.

For the fi rst time, we introduced 
babysitting services, allowing 
children to be cared for while 
mothers attend procedures.

Beauty coworking spaces were launched 
in Zaporizhzhia, Kryvyi Rih, and Kharkiv, 
where Roma women secured employment.

A total of

24
business grants were awarded

A total of

24
business grants were awarded

12 13



At Voice of Romni, we created child-friendly spaces where 

children can access education in a safe and comfortable 

environment. They attend subject-specifi c courses, 
participate in developmental activities, prepare for the 

National Multisubject Test, and receive consultations 

from psychologists and speech therapists. Children also 

take part in celebrations and engage in intercultural 

spaces that foster inclusion and social integration.

1,419 PEOPLE
used educational 

services

PRESCHOOL AND EXTRACURRICULAR EDUCATION
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We held the third recovery camp in the 

Carpathians for vulnerable families.
295
people
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